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Divine fusions and
nature inspire Bidriware madgic...

Text & Photographs by Hema Marayanan

Lea Tolsloy had sald, A & not a
handicralt, Il is the transmission of fecling
the artisl has exparienced. One will agres
with this, after withessing the sheer skill
and passion the artisans of Bidar portray in
doing their black-metal magic. The
profiound inbensity they assodiate with eveny
single Badriware could be sean in their eyes
wivdn ey lold us with prce aboul B Art
= g st thiy comvar an alioy of Zinc and
Copper info blackenad handicrall inlaid with
thin sheats of pune silver,

Bidriware dates back to 141h century CE,
originaling frgem e iownship of Bidar (then,
a part of erstwhile Hyderabad stata), dusing
the rube of the Bahaman! Sullans., Badar in
Karmataka s Sl the only fown th
manuiachires the unigue matalwane. Bidd
i= a boauliful but painsiaking craf
characienzed by iniricale geomatric and
foral designs, in-lasd in gold, ssheer of brass
on 0 8 matte-black or glossy surface. This
crafl is kind of Camascene work and ils
siriking nlay work makes It most soi-alter
by visgitors and an important expor
handicrall of India. Prized as & symbol of

wnalih, 1 s word famods of ils sleak and
smeoath dark coloned arifacts, with precise
eye-calching designs. Over the years, a
Bidari colomny has evobeed in the kown of
Bigar, which we visited recently, anly to
come hack mesmenined, AR arl s bl
imitation of natwre’ they say. Thaugh,
unsune of what rode nature had to play in
Bidebwade, wi were sune of another
lingparing Ihousght, "Black and basutiful
that musd ba Bidril

Fusion of Hetitage

Lecal craflsmaen bolieve thal a fow
canturies ago, the craft was broughl to
Ajmer i India from ran and Irag by a
moterman Khaj@ Molnuddin Chesh. Later,
an lranian crafisman, Abdullah-bin-Khaisar
brought it to Biapur, Karnataka. Very
impressed wilth hes work 8t Bijgpur, the
Eahamani Sultan invibed hém o work on
decorating his Bidar royal palatas and
courts. According §o Some acoounts,
Khamser joined hands with local craftsmean
and gave birth 1o Bidriwang

Though lran ks the acteal home of this crafl,

fh Bahaman Sullans and iocal poophe
nurured if fuher. They found that a
particular type of sod found only in Bidar
wis unigue, having special chemical
properies i making the mobds fior their
pbjecks. |f could hedp i cormarting @ sibaes
Zing medal to a black meatal by following a
process. And after crealing many artistic
ireasunes, when e lranian crafismen's
coniract was over, the Sullan induced them
to stay back in India and teach the koftgar
{later cama o ba known a5 Bidewarne) work
b his antisars. A frue porrayal of fusion of
thee [ranian and indian hentages, the
mirdsious coreabions emarging oul can ba
soon i the artisan’s humble abodes or
codonies. YWhat stared off as a handicralt
fof producindg exquisite Brmsane for
Mivenbes and Moblemen has aftained global
tame beday. Yol years kater, il is interosling
tx learn that no particular tools or sckentific
methods are used loday 1o find oul the rght
kind of soil, The artisans go looking for the
=0l in paris of Bidar and inside the forl; and
taste the sod for a charactedistic sharp
taste, to delerming the right one. Maybe
Tkl 15 the best judge. Heard of wing or
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tea Lasbors, bl soil Basier T
Artisans and their YWork

T srmile on the enthusiasic and
ovarworked faces of the craftsmen did
quiibe Rice 1he elfort myvoboad 0 producing
each Didriware, nitkally. But afer
undersianaing \he process, i wolulkd be B
gross undersialement on thoir skolls if we
meroly surmmed i up as a ‘complex
Process’. Each of them worked with
indomitable spirit and & dedicalion, Staring
howrs into a small peeca of melsl wane
Thay madhe usd of pinciples. of Chemistry
and Science wiich wea usualy think
alongs (o the fore of the Rteratl

A Mational awand winner artisan we misl
dasired thad wi S thosr al and
demonstrated it 5o vividly, Process
requines six slapes of production and four
differant kinds of artisans to complode the
process: the molder, (he desagner,
engraver and the inlay artist. After getiing
thi surlace smoath of tha mald, he poured
a soluBion of copper sulphate on the ariche
to dasken it ternporasily for engraving. The
ransionmabon Wwas so immediate that £ =it
us in e, He used a few angraving tools
o cut tha intricats bul delicate tapesiny of
dasign indo thie metal. The inlayer thon
ook ovil the plece to do inlay work of
gihvier, brass or gold, Many women work as
inlayers,

Afier this stage, comes e magic of the
Bidar sol! Mixed with ammonium chioride
and waler, this sod is mada inlo a pashe
Small arlicies are direcily dipped into the
pasie, while large amiches ane heabed and
ihe: paste is rubbed on s surface. The
paste has no aflect on sitver, but it renders
ihr zine: alloy body inlo & deop
characteristic black patina, People bolove,
this process irvobved in the Blackening of
tha Bidri articles gives the waler stored in it
curative and medicinal properies, Fnally,
e rinsed off ihe pasic and the design
siood oul drarmatically, The shiny siver
was resplondent against the black surfacs
as ha held tho artichy in tha alr, ke an
award-sinner would. Wi saw the triemph
in the artisl's eye having crealed A
Bidriware! Yot IT's a pity that such indenbod
communitins sl under-sall thair work and

baraly make ends mael
For um, it was a hard dectsion (o Sgune

which dasign was batier for buying 50
atiractive that we came back with a
sample of each typa of wares, The
mysbory of the biack patina has not Yo
baan fully sobsed though it's a subject for
IRy ORGoIng reseanches, How the

anckent crafsmen developed such inincabe
ehermical procedures is dificull bo irmagine.
Meverthalass, few crafls around Inda
employed the Damascens technobogy ke
thie Tanore metal work thal consisted of
soddering and wedgng of silver patiems
and figures of deites on copper vessals.

Contemporary Twist to Bidri

With the passage of e and the advent of
a new age, the modern twist o Biddware
is simply sturning, The eadier Bidn
designs ware patberns such as the Asharfi-
ki-boali, stars. vases, ving crecpars and
poppy plants with fiowers, They had
Persian Roses and passages from the
Churan in Arabie seript. The shapes and
decaratneg mobls of arches chanped.
Articles of dally use such as Clgar boxes,
candle siands, lodhor oponers, ash (rays,
cufl Enks, koy chains, fniit bosds bo nama a

fow began ko find favor with the buyers
Creativity requires ihe courage o bal go o

cenanbies. Some Indian designers B
cenanly taking that path. Taking tha
lacquer work, stons intay and Bidr wor

R,

o

from tradiicnal Indian Randicraft they
BEARL A o Eredbe & braath-taking sl
produch A salecive comienabon of Oid
Paraian motifs together with designe
adopted from Alanta frescess signifies
conemporary Bidriware, Folk molifs have

aso Tound Thaeir way inlo il
Vil the arbaeori Mounshed in Bidar and

Hyderabad for carturies, ofher pans of
Inidita pracihoe il iaday, ke Furmia in Bibar,
Luckngw in LIGar Pradash and
Murshidabad in West Bengal. Astisans ane
becgming increasingly inncvative by the
day. Craftisman Wasif gave a new twist o
the traditional crafl when hae replaced the
Zinc-Coppar alloy with a common, bud
good guality iron sheet, while retsining the
dalicate baauly and conirasts of the siver
Wl

Undoubledly, Bidrhwane is yel anather
proof of the greal abdity and prowess af
Indian masier kakgars of araans o
asgimiate 8 crafl of foreign-orign into
India's heritage!
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